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Djokovic the
unloved greatest

REUTERS

ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN

have also contributed. His nationalism, anti-
vaccine creed, occasionally inappropriate re-
marks, and edginess on court have allunder-
mined his endearability quotient. Some of this
isunfair because heis often overtly apprecia-
tive of his opponents during agame. Some of it
issurprising because he has acompelling story
of overcomingadversity. Practisingon courtsas
bombs explode around you (like the gun shots
that was background noise for the Williams
sisterslearningtennisin the cratered courts of
Compton, California) and having one’s parents
make bigsacrificesin the war-torn Serbia of the
1990s should be the stuff of Hollywood scripts.
Butthereis probably adeeper tennis-related
reason for the tepid embrace of fans. Novak’s
tennislacks flamboyance and distinctiveness.
Federer floated and danced on or rather above
the court like Nureyev. Rafa’s matadorian, hust-
ling muscularity and de facto ambidexterity
will remain inimitably suigeneris. Posterity
may also be kind to Del Potro’s forehand,
McEnroe’svolleying (and tantrums), and
Borg’sbackhand (and bearing). Yes, Djokovic’
return of serve is special asis his physical elas-
ticity but they delight the expertbutelude the
average fan. Lacking that one big tennis attri-
bute thatcould beetched in our consciousness,
Djokovicis condemned to weak remembrance.
What Novak hasdoneinstead istotake the
routine tosuch alevel of subtle excellence that
we focus on the former without really
understanding, let alone recognising, the
extraordinary skill involved in that conversion.

time, the paradox of Novak Djokovic will
be that tennis fans will never embrace
himassuch.

Thetennis debate isapparently settled. By
winning the 2023 French Open, Novak
Djokovic hassurpassed Rafael Nadalinthe
total number of grand slam tennis titles, and
haswon all four grand slams three times
compared to twice for Rafaand Rod Laver, and
only once for Roger Federer. More titles, more
all-court dominance, and nearly asmuch
longevity as his two great contemporaries,
Novak Djokovic has definitively burnished his
GOAT (greatest player of all time) credentials.
Hisrecent French Openvictory and indeed the
grand slamtitles he willaccumulatein the
remaining few years of his career may well be
thekeytocementingthat status. Consider why.

Tennisis punctuated by developments,
mostly technological and some related to
human athleticism, thatraise thelevel of the
game. The move away from heavy wooden
rackets and the availability of new strings were
twosuchinrecent times.

Today the defining change isthat rackets
have become so light that it allows for specta-
cularly harder hitting. Asaresult, thereisanew
geometrytotennis with the court effectively
becoming much larger. Players are standing
farther away from the baseline to handle the
pacesothatthe playingsurface hasexpanded
considerably length-wise, and also horizontally
because more angles have opened up.

P ossibly the greatest tennis player ofall

ofthevolley, drop shot and lob —staplesinthe
armoury back when tennis was played mostly
ongrass — toexploit players standing far back.
Tennis hasbecome, paradoxically, more varied
and interesting for the spectator. One of the
newjoysistowatch the many different waysin
which Carlos Alcaraz — the most exciting
prospectin years —executes the drop shot
whichisall feel and finesse, and the exact
opposite of the violent force that the modern
rackets force playerstounleash.

This next generation of players hashad to
respond by becomingstronger in order to hit
harder, by moving faster sidewaysto handle the
new pace, and by moving quicker up-and-
downtoreach the drop shot and retrieve the
follow-up lob. For the spectator, a Carlos
Alcarazor Casper Ruud or Holger Rune
scamperingacrossthe court istowitness
anewspeciesof tennisathlete.

Allthisisaprelude toemphasise the Djokov-
icachievement. Approaching 37, atatime when
tennisisadifferent gameintermsof court size,
power and athleticism, Novak hasnotonly
madethetransition, he hasdespatched with
ease the young, kinetic pretenders (who could
almost be his children), and that too on the most
physically demandingsurface, namely the clay
of Roland Garros. Novakis the king of two
generations (and levels) of the game.

Yet, fans have not truly warmed to Djokovic.
Why? Perhapsthey have never forgiven him for
beingthe spoiler at the Rafa-Roger party.
Darling of the fans — each for his own compel-
lingreason — Novak dared tovanquish them,
puncturing the magic of enthralled fandom.

He plays the game of a run-of-the-mill, even
nondescript, tennis player but produces results
thatbelie the pedestrian style. We see the
soaring bird but without any dazzling

plumage toadmire.

The Federer-Nadal 2008 Wimbledon final is
remembered as one of the greatest tennis mat-
chesever played. The truth s, for sheer tennis
quality, competitiveness and endurance, that
accolade should probably go tothe Australian
Open final of 2012 where Novak prevailed over
Nadalinanepic 5-setter thatlasted nearly six
hours. We don’t remember that game because
the victor was Novak Djokovic. That Novak is
notasappreciated as he deservestobesaysless
about him than about us not-discerning-
enough fans. Novak’s fault has been to operate
intherealm of the ordinary even though he has
rendered it extraordinary.

Novak Djokovic could yet win the calendar
Grand Slam this year, which would be the first
since Rod Laver did so more than halfa century
ago. Havingexited from tennis, Roger Federer
isnow morelikely tobe seen with Anne and
Anna, marketing Switzerland’s mountains
with the former and purveyingthelatter’s
fashion wares. Rafa’s exitisimminentashe,
sadly, struggles with abody battered by the very
distinctiveness of the game thatso thrilled us. It
istime for fanstolet go of the Rafa-Roger fetish
and stop seeing Novakasaspoiler.

Perhapsthen we will open our eyes and our
affectionsto the genius, hard thoughitisto
grasp, of Novak Djokovic.

The writer is former Chief Economic Adviser,

MUMBAI | THURSDAY, 15 JuNE 2023 Business Standard

NEET UG 1stinaseries
of hurdles for aspirants

SARTHAK CHOUDHURY
New Delhi, 14June

The result of the National Eligi-
bility cum Entrance Test (NEET)
was declared on Tuesday evening.
This time, 2.08 million students
had taken the test — 250,000 more
than last year. Cracking NEET, an
entrance exam for undergraduate
students who wish to pursue med-
ical, dental and AYUSH courses in
government and private medical
colleges, isn’t easy. Add to that the
glitches and other preventable
issues that mar the process.

Last year, for instance, the
exam was delayed from its May
schedule. Aspirants alleged that a
centre in Rajasthan allowed stu-
dents to write the exam without
taking their biometrics. Elsewhere
in Rajasthan, students alleged they
were made to write the paper twice
on account of a mix-up in the ques-
tion paper for Hindi and English
medium aspirants.

NEET is no cakewalk. But those
who have cracked it will tell you
that neither are the years after that.

Nitya Singh (name changed on
request), a 28-year old doctor who
is practising with an institute in
Gurugram, says she spent over 1
crore on coaching in Kota and col-
lege fees. Her salary after an MBBS
degree is not even a fraction of that.

“We spend a lot of money on
coaching and college fees. It takes
years to recover the amount we
have invested,” she says.

A large part of the expenditure
in medical schools is on account
of the books, says Prashanth S,
immediate past president, Indian
Medical Association (IMA). “Diff-
erent states have different fees for
medical colleges. While a few offer
scholarships, in some private insti-
tutions, the fees can go up to 3.5
crore,” he adds.

The high fee is a setback for
people from humble backgrounds.
A daily-wager from Ferozepur,
Punjab, says he borrowed 382,000
for his son’s admission to a college
in Amritsar. “The fee for the seme-
ster is higher than my family’s
annual income. God knows how
T’ll be able to pay the fees for the
rest of the course,” he says.

For several students, the prob-

Thisdevelopment hasseen the resurgence

Novak’s own personality and eccentricities
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EPC Section, G A Wing, Head Office (Annex), Dwarakanath Bhavan, No.29,
K R Road, Basavanagudi, Bangalore-560 004. Ph: 26621873 / 74.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

REF NO: RFP/EPC/RMS/02/2023
Canara Bank invites offers in prescribed Two-Bid format from experienced service
providers for providing Record Management Services at various centers across India.
For more details, log onto Bank’s website https://canarabank.com/tenders.aspx or CPP
Portal www.eprocure.gov.in or e-procurement portal www.gerpegov.com/canarabank
Last date of submission on or before 06/07/2023, 3:00 PM.
Further, addendum/corrigendum including modifications if any shall be hosted in the
Bank website only. Sd/-
Date: 15.06.2023 THE GENERAL MANAGER
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through the exam. The course, too,
brings with it a plethora of challen-
ges. One of the most difficult parts
is preparing for NEET PG while
studying MBBS, students say.

“Preparations for NEET PG
start when you are in your third
year. The internships should be
used for revisions. It becomes hec-
tic after a point because we have
our clinical postings as well but we
cannot do much about it,” says
Priyanka Chadha, third-year MBBS
student, Bharati Vidyapeeth
Medical College, Pune.

Mental health of the students
remains an issue. Last year, the
National Medical Commission
(NMC) wrote to principals of over
600 medical colleges in the coun-
try asking them to furnish details
of post-graduate medical students
who have died by suicide during
the past five years. This is likely the
first serious attempt by the regu-
lator to address the issue of stress-
ful working conditions and mental
health issues faced by resident
doctors. There is little clarity,
though, on how NMC proposes to
use the data it collects.

According to a recent Right to
Information (RTI) reply from the
NMC, 119 students have died by
suicide in the past five years. The

2019-20
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2020-21 202-3

RTI reply also revealed that 1,166
students dropped out of medical
colleges, among whom 116 were
from MBBS and 956 from post-
graduation.

“Mental health issues and a ris-
ing number of suicides among
medical students haven’t been
adequately addressed,” says
Prashanth. “A number of uncer-
tainties also add to the pressure.
Current MBBS students face the
prospect of appearing for NEXT
(National Exit Test, proposed by
NMC) sometime soon. But the
rules around it haven’t been
framed to date.”

Another problem for students
is the process of documentation,
which was introduced in 2019 but
got delayed because of the pan-
demic. It requires the students to
analyse and note down what they
have learnt across sessions on a
particular day.

“The process needs to be wor-
ked out quickly because it adds to
the students’ burden. In addition
to it, the teacher-student ratio is
skewed (1:200). So, the burden on
teacherstoois high,” says a faculty
member of Madras Medical Coll-
ege who doesn’t wish to be named.
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in addition, procurement is also done through GeM Portal
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Stressed Assets Management Department,
Central Office,763, Anna Salai, Chennai-600002

TRANSFER OF NPA LOAN EXPOSURE OF M/s RAINBOW PAPERS LTD
THROUGH e-AUCTION UNDER SWISS CHALLENGE METHOD
CORRIGENDUM
Reference is invited to the Web-Notice dt 16.05.2023 and Newspaper

advertisement dt 17.05.2023 for transfer of Loan Exposures of
M/s.Rainbow Papers Limited under Swiss Challenge method.

Allinterested eligible participants are hereby informed that the e-bidding
date is rescheduled from 16.06.2023 to 03.07.2023.

For more details kindly visit IOB's website (www.iob.in)->click on link
TENDERS-> ARC-Cell->Corrigendum to Web-Notice dt 16.05.2023

Place: Chennai

Date : 14.06.2023 General Manager

Capital Small Finance Bank 3%

CAPITAL SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED
Regd. Office: Midas Corporate Park, 3rd Floor, 37, G.T Road, Jalandhar -144001, Punjab INDIA
Ph.: +91181-5051111, 5052222; Fax: +91 1815053333 CIN: U65110PB1999PLC022634
E-mail: cs@capitalbank.co.in Website : www.capitalbank.co.in
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the provisions of Section 124(6) of the Companies
Act, 2013 (‘the Act’) read with the Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority
(Accounting, Audit, Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016 as amended (‘the Rules”), the
Equity Shares of the Company in respect of which dividend has not been paid or claimed
for seven (7) consecutive years or more are required to be transferred by the company in
the name of Investor Education and Protection Fund (“IEPF”).
In compliance with the said Rules the Company has sent individual notices to all the
concerned shareholders whose shares are liable to be transferred to IEPF, the full details of
such members are made available on the Bank's website at https://www.capitalbank.co.in/.
Further any member whose name is appearing in the above-named list shall send a
request letter to Capital Small Finance Bank Limited, Midas Corporate Park, 3 Floor, 37,
G.T. Road, Jalandhar - 144001 Punjab, India alongwith self-attested copy of KYC
documents of the shareholders like PAN, cancelled cheque leaf alongwith latest utility bill
as address proof for claiming the dividend on or before October 30, 2023 and avoid the
transfer of your shares to IEPF authority. The members may also contact Mr. Amit Sharma,
Company Secretary on +91-181-5051111, 5052222 or at cs@capitalbank.co.in for any
query finformation.
In the event, valid claim is not received from any of the shareholders on or before October
30, 2023, the Bank will proceed to transfer the Equity shares alongwith the unclaimed
dividend for the Financial Year 2015-16 in favour of I[EPF without any further notice in
accordance with the Rules. Please also note that no claim shall lie against the Bank in
respect of shares/ unclaimed dividend transferred to [EPF pursuant to the said Rules.
Please note that the concerned shareholders can claim the shares from IEPF Authority by
making an application in the prescribed Form IEPF-5 online and sending the physical copy
of the same, duly signed (as per the specimen signature recorded with the Company/RTA),

v JKcement

J.K. Cement Limited

(CIN: L17229UP1994PLC017199)
Registered Office : Kamla Tower, Kanpur-208001, Uttar Pradesh
Telephone : +91-512-2371478 Fax : +91-512-2332665
Email : shambhu.singh@jkcement.com Web : www.jkcement.com

Transfer of unclaimed/unpaid Dividend and

Equity Shares of the Company to the Investor
Education and Protection Fund

Members are hereby informed that unclaimed dividend for the
financial year ended 31st March, 2016 and the Equity Shares of the
Company in respect of which dividend entitiements have remained
unclaimed for seven consecutive years from the financial year
ended 31st March, 2016 will be due for transfer to the Investor
Education and Protection Fund of the Central Government (IEPF) in
the fourth week of September, 2023, pursuant to the provisions of
Section 124(6) of the Companies Act, 2013 read with the Investor
Education and Protection Fund Authority (Accounting, Audit,
Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016. The relevant details are available
on the Company's website www.jkcement.com under the section
" Information about IEPF". Individual letter in this regard is being sent
to the concerned Members at their respective address registered
with the Company / the Depository Participants.

Members are advised to lodge their claims in respect of the above by
writing to our RTA M/s. NSDL Database Management Limited
(NDML) 4th Floor, Trade World A wing, Kamala Mills Compound,
Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai- 400 013 by 19th
September, 2023. If any valid claim is not received by NDML by 19th
September, 2023, the Company shall proceed to transfer such
unclaimed dividend and shares to the IEPF in accordance with the
aforesaid provisions of law. Once these unclaimed dividend and
underlying shares are transferred to IEPF, such shares may be
claimed by the concerned members only from IEPF Authority and no
claim from the shareholders whose unclaimed dividend and
underlying shares stand transferred would be entertained by the
Company.

The unclaimed and unpaid dividends for the Financial Year ended
31st March, 2015 have been transferred to |EPF and underlying
share have been/are being transferred to IEPF as informed earlier.
Clarification on this matter, if required, may be sought by sending e-
mail at : shambhu.singh@jkcement.com ; sunilk@nsdl.co.in or by
calling at telephone no. 022-4914-2589/2700.

This Notice is published pursuant to the applicable provisions of the
Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority (Accounting,
Audit, Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016.

Place : Kanpur For J.K. Cement Limited
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along with the requisite documents enumerated in Form IEPF-5, to the Nodal Officer of the Date : 14.06.2023 Shambhu Singh
Company. For Capital Small Finance Bank Limited {LF: Vice President (Legal) & Company Secretary
Place: Jalandhar Sd/- Amit Sharma el ICSI Membership No. FCS 5836
Date: June 14, 2023 (F10888) Company Secretary| \_ v




